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Washington -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has included                $200,000 in its FY Š99 funding bill for the Army Corps of Engineers                to begin restoration efforts of Parker Pond in the city of Gardner.              

The Energy and Water Appropriations bill cleared the Appropriations                Committee today; the bill is expected to be passed by the House                later this month.              

"Parker Pond is a great natural resource to the city of Gardner.                We have a responsibility to restore the vitality of the pond so                the community can benefit from recreational uses, such as boating                and fishing," Rep. Olver said.              

Currently the pond suffers from a dense growth of nuisance vegetation,                excessive nutrients, a substantial accumulation of silt from a large                storm drain, and a dam system classified as inadequate by the state                Office of Dam Safety.              

The funding will be used to begin restorations as outlined in the                1996 feasibility evaluation conducted by the City. This will include                dredging to achieve adequate water depth for fish survival and boat                passage, and controlling aquatic plant growth that impedes recreational                use.              

"The Army Corps of Engineers spends millions in the eastern part                of the state, especially on the Cape. I'm thrilled that I've got                an agreement from the Appropriations Committee to bring them to                Gardner," Olver said.              

Later in the week, a representative from the EPA will be visiting                Mayor Manca to discuss the remediation of Parker Pond.             
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